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Wednesday,April 4, 2012
—oCity Council,City andCountyof Honolulu ~ -~

Public WorksandSustainabilityCommittee

TO: Chair, StanleyChang,
Vice Chair, Ann Kobayashi, co
DistinguishedCouncilmembers

-J

RE: Testimony in Opposition to Bill 10, Relating to the use of bagsprovided to customers.

ChairMartin, Vice ChairAndersonandCommitteeMembers:

Thankyou for the opportunityto submittestimonyin oppositionto Bill 10, Relatingto the useof bagsprovided
to customers.

Whilewe supporttheintent of themeasure,we urgethe committeeto insteadsupportlanguagethat favors
consumerchoiceandappliesfeesfor both paperandplasticsingleusebagsatthe consumerlevel. A fee for
both plasticandpaperbagswould providea moreeffective policy thatcreatesawin for thecounty, consumers,
retailers,andthe environment.Currently,the statelegislatureis consideringsimilar languagefor statewide
implementationandwe believethis is thebestvehicleto reducesingleusebaguse. A uniformpolicy
throughoutthe statewould ensureconsistentimplementationby retailers.

This modelwouldalsoallow retailersto fund educationawarenessprogramsto reduceoverall useof single-use
checkoutbagswhile promotingtheuseof reusablebags. SinceKaua’i andMaui countiesbannedplasticbags
lastyear, retailerswere forced to increasethe supplyof moreexpensivepaperbags. Thishasdrastically
increasedbusinesscostsandbecausepaperbagstakemoreenergyto manufactureandrecycle,the environment
is not necessarilybenefitingfrom thischange.

As you mayknow Times Supermarketis basedon O’ahu and operates26 storeswith locationsin Maui, Kauai
andO’ahu. As an island basecompany,we understandthe constraintsof limited spaceand the preservationof
the uniquelandscapeof Hawaii. It is for this reasonthat we supportyour efforts in mitigating challenging
issuessuch as single usebags,and the disposalof bags in landfills and hope the committeewill supportthis
purposethrough afee on both plasticandpaperbaguse.

It is imperative that any action you take be tied directly to consumerbehavioror it will not be effective in
reducingtheusageof paperandplasticbags.

Pleasefeel free to contactme shouldyou haveanyquestionsregardingthis matterat (209)957-2555,ext 153 or
Bob Stout,Presidentof Time Supermarketat (808) 831-0811. We thankyou in advancefor your consideration
andwe look forward to continuingthedialogue.

Respectfully,

BobGutierrez
Directorof GovernmentAffairs,
TimesSupermarketandBig SaveSupermarket
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